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                           DIOCESE OF METUCHEN 

 

Announcement Issue Date:  January 6, 2016 

 

Diocese of Metuchen to launch local refugee resettlement program 
 

METUCHEN – The Diocese of Metuchen announced today that it will establish a local Catholic refugee 

resettlement program, through a partnership with the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops’ 

(USCCB) Office of Migration and Refugee Services. 

Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski has appointed diocesan Chancellor Lori Albanese to oversee the newly launched 

refugee resettlement program, which will be run by a coalition of parishes. 

“The Catholic Church is the largest resettlement organization in the U.S. and our diocese is pleased to be 

part of a sanctioned program geared to bolster our nation’s ongoing effort of caring for and welcoming 

refugees in need of assistance,” said Bishop Bootkoski. “It is a global effort that we can be proud to be 

part of.” 

The USCCB’s Office of Migration and Refugee Services is one of nine voluntary agencies in the country 

that manages a reception and placement program under agreement with the Department of State’s 

Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration. The agency partners with local diocesan and Catholic 

Charities agencies and supports them in their work with refugees, thereby forming a network of refugee 

resettlement programs. 

The Diocese of Metuchen is the second Roman Catholic diocese in New Jersey to decide to participate in 

the program; in the southern region of the state, the Diocese of Camden also is part of the network.  

Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, Chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Migration, issued a statement 

November 17, following the recent terrorist attack in Paris.  Concerned that refugees are being 

scapegoated because of the Paris tragedy, he stated, “refugees to this country must pass security checks 

and multiple interviews before entering the United States—more than any arrival to the United States. It 

can take up to two years for a refugee to pass through the whole vetting process. We can look at 

strengthening the already stringent screening program, but we should continue to welcome those in 

desperate need.” 

Bishop Elizondo urged public officials to “work with the world community to provide safe haven to 

vulnerable and deserving refugees who are simply attempting to survive. As a great nation, the United 

States must show leadership during this crisis and bring nations together to protect those in danger and 

bring an end to the conflicts in the Middle East.” 

“It is likely that the Diocese of Metuchen will begin to accept refugee families in October 2016,” said Msgr. 

Joseph Kerrigan, pastor of Holy Family Parish, New Brunswick, one of the coalition parishes.  “We 

anticipate that we will intake 12 to 15 families, no more than 40 people in total, during the first year. 
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“We’ve never done this before and it is important for us to build a strong resettlement program, both 

operationally and administratively.  So, we will start slow, meeting the state department’s lowest 

threshold level at first.” 

Before it can formally receive refugees, the Diocese of Metuchen needs final approval from the U.S. State 

Department. 

Local resettlement programs are responsible for providing services to refugees such as case management, 

basic needs support, medical needs, and counseling.  “The counseling piece is important,” Msgr. Kerrigan 

said, “as many refugees have experienced significant trauma or injury.” 

The Diocese of Metuchen already has lined up four social workers and some other key staff members for 

the program, which Msgr. Kerrigan said, “is largely a social work discipline.” 

The diocese’s announcement coincides with National Migration Week 2016, celebrated by Catholics 

across the United States Jan. 3-9.  This year, the theme is, “A Stranger and You Welcomed Me.” 

As the USCCB website explains, “The call to welcome the stranger plays an important role in the lives of 

faithful Christians and has a particularly central place for those of us who work in the migration field. The 

migrant, who moves from one country to another is truly a stranger in the midst. Often unfamiliar with 

the local tongue of the new country, not to mention its customs, the migrant needs the support of local 

communities so that she can better adjust to her new surroundings.” 

Pope Francis’ message for the upcoming World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2016, to be observed Jan. 

17, echoes the same theme of welcome and challenges the faithful to overcome feelings of indifference. 

His message states, in part, “In our time, migration is growing worldwide. Refugees and people fleeing 

from their homes challenge individuals and communities, and their traditional ways of life; at times they 

upset the cultural and social horizons which they encounter. Increasingly, the victims of violence and 

poverty, leaving their homelands, are exploited by human traffickers during their journey towards the 

dream of a better future. If they survive the abuses and hardships of the journey, they then have to face 

latent suspicions and fear. 

“Biblical revelation urges us to welcome the stranger; it tells us that in so doing, we open our doors to 

God, and that in the faces of others we see the face of Christ himself. Many institutions, associations, 

movements and groups, diocesan, national and international organizations are experiencing the wonder 

and joy of the feast of encounter, sharing and solidarity. They have heard the voice of Jesus Christ: ‘Behold, 

I stand at the door and knock’ (Rev 3:20).” 

Bishop Bootkoski said the Church must respond to the “knock at the door” with mercy and compassion.  

“We must remember that these refugees are our brothers and sisters who have fled their homeland in 

fear of persecution or violence; these are God’s people – men, women and children – who cannot return 

home and those who are not safe in their countries of asylum,” he said. 

“Today’s refugee crisis calls for a humanitarian response, not fear. Therefore, the Diocese of Metuchen 

will do its best to welcome the stranger, with compassion and mercy, in unity with the call of our Holy 

Father and the US Bishops.”  □ 


